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October 6, 2003

Mr. Sandy Nell
13171 S 3300W
Riverton, UT 84065

Dear Mr. Nell:

I am writing in regard to a plan of operations you submitted to this office on September 19, 2003 to
conduct commercial-level mining operations to remove kaolin clay from BLM-managed lands located
within portions of the S%SW% of Sec. 30, T. 29 S., R. 15 W., Beiver County, Utah. The plan calls for
the surface extraction of -20,000 tons of kaolin clay from a 1.2 acre area and the transportation of that
clay off-site to be sold as an alumina feed materialfor cement manufacture. The operations area
proposed for the plan coincides with the operations area for your bulk sampling notice previously
accepted and authorized through this office (BLM file UTU-80525, State of Utah, Division of Oil, Gas, and
Mining (DOGM) small mine permit S/001/063). The plan would supersede the activity conducted under
the notice authorization. The plan of operations has been serialized by this office ascase file UTU-
80852, the Blawn Mountain Kaolin Mine. The DOGM serial number wiil remain as S/001/063.

The plan of operationsi;1b_mitted for this proposal has been found adequate to address the regulatory
requirements of 43 CFR 3809.401. No stipulations / mitigation measures were identified throu-gh the'
environmental assessment prepared for the proposal. No public comments or inquiries on the proposal
were received. Based on the potential environmental impacts identified in the environmental assessment,
BLM has determined that the proposal will not have a significant effect on the human environment and an
environmental impact statement will not be required. A decision has been issued to approve the
proposal.

Because the operation areas of the plan coincides with the operations area for your bulk sampling notice
(UTU-80525), and the proposed plan disturbances will supersede any made under that notice, tne UutX
sampling notice will be closed out. Any reclamation necessary for disturbances made under that notice
will remain your responsibility, but will be carried over into your reclamation responsibilities for the plan.
The reclamation bond amount of $4,000 which you submitied for your bulk sampling notice has been
determined to be adequate to secure reclamation of the initial operating area of the plan, this being 1.2
acres. Any increases rn thrs operating area must receive prior authoriiation through this office and wiil
necessffate adiustments to this rectamation bond. Ms. Opie Abeyta of the BLM Utah State Office (g01-
539-4123) will be contacting you to arrange the transfer of your reclamation bond for the bulk sampling
notice to the plan of operations.
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It is my understanding that DOGM granted you approval under your 5/001/063 small mine permit to
proceed with the plan. tf this is the case, you are approved to proceed with the plan.

lf you have any questions, feel free to contact Ed Ginouves of my staff me at (435) 865-3040.

Sincerely,

4KKJ,C
CraigZufelt u I
Acting Associate Field Office Manager

Mr. Tom Munson, DOGM



PLAN OF OPERATTON
BLAWN MOUNTAIN MINING

The project is located onBLM managed lands within the Wl/2 S

15 W. Beaver County, Utah. The site is located on the ridgeline/summit of Blawn Mountain. The
project area is underlain by hydrothermally altered limestones and dolomites (silicified and
kaolinized). Prior sampling of the rock and exploration drilling the area sqggests the deposit has
potential market value as a source of alumina for cement manufacture or possible use in the
manufacture of porcelain.

After extensive drilling and sampling and testing , a bulk sample of 1,000 ton was removed to
determine the marketability of the product. The test sample was used inthe cement
manufacturing process and was proven to be marketable.

The mining area has been mined previously in the year 2000 and 2001 and has been reclaimed.
This is the same area we are planning to mine resulting in very little new distwbance of the
proposed mining acreage. The mining area will be cleared of the existing top soiUrocklrubble
covering which will be stock piled along the east and the west boundaries for future reclamation.
The mining process will follow normal stripmining procedure. The same mining process will be
used as is employed byKennecott Copper to prevent the formation of high walls and dropoffs-

. All necessary roads to the mining area are established eliminating the construction of any
new roads.

No rarater has been found in previous drill holes making the possible disturbance of
any underground aquifers unlikely..

Precantions will be taken to ensure the mining area is kept clean and in an environmentally
stable condition.

All corners ofthe proposed mining project will be marked.

Distuftance of existing vegetation will be held to a minimum.

Current mining claim markers on-site will be protected.

Wild horses, wildlife and livestock will not be intentionally disturbed.

A track-hoe will be used forthe mining process and a front end loader will be usedto load
the material into trucks for hauling the product to Milford where it will be stockpiled.

Blasting and drilling has been considered however it has not been determined whether it
will be economicallv feasible.

R.

RECEIVED

()cT - I 2003

DIV OF OIL GAS & MINING



Depth of planned excavation will be approximately 30 feet.

The tonnage ofmaterial to k mined will be 20,000 tons.

Period of operation will be approximately one year.

The haul road into the project from the Jockey Road to the top of the Blawn will nred
some work consisting of road base and gravel because of the clay conditions of the soil.

The reclamation operation will assure there will be no high walls; the slope ofthe grade
will be no more than a 2:l angle; all top soil will be replaced to a depth of at least six
inches. No re-seeding should be necessary due to the high natural seed content of the soil.

$/e appreciate you help and cooperation in processing this report. If you have any further
questions, don't hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

A.,*d#t Oo-aQ

Sandv K. Nett 
v

l3l7l South 3300 West
Riverton, Utah 84065
(801) 2s3-2494
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Amendment to Plan of Operations for Small Mine Operations at the
Blawn Mountain Kaolin Mine

This serves to amend the plan of operations originally submitted to the BLM Cedar City Field
Office on September 19, 2003. The plan of operations was serialized as BLM case file UTU-
80852, The Blawn Mountain Kaolin Mine, and as Division file S/001/063-

Operating Plan

The operator, Sandy Nell, will:

1. maintain the mine site access road from the point where it leaves the County-
maintained Jockey Road to its terminus at the Blawn Mtn. mine site. This
maintenance will consist of graveling any portions of the existing road surface
necessary to prevent rutting of the road when used in wet conditions.

2. control all noxious weeds (noxious weeds being those that are listed as noxious
under the Beaver County weed control plan) within the boundary of the project area.
Control will continue until all noxious weeds have been eliminated and the project
area remains weed free for two growing seasons.

3. limit the unreclaimed operations area to 1.2 acres or less under the present $4,000
reclamation bond posted for the preceding bulk sampling notice, UTU-80525.
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